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Contact: Richard van den Pol, UM Division of Educational Research and Service, (406) 243- 
6756.
UM RECEIVES $1.3 MILLION FOR SCHOOL,
COMMUNITY VIOLENCE PREVENTION
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana School of Education recently was awarded $1.3 million 
from the U.S. Department of Justice to help prevent school and community violence. The grant 
will fund a project in the school’s Division of Educational Research and Service.
The division will use the money for its Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) 
in Schools Project, which designs, implements, evaluates and disseminates research and 
programs related to school violence prevention, community safety, mental health and homeland 
security issues. The project emphasizes work with several Montana Indian reservations.
“Research proves that Montana schools are safe and getting safer,” said Rick van den 
Pol, principal investigator for the project. “The continued advocacy of Sen. (Conrad) Burns 
and Sen. (Max) Baucus for this work ensures that we can expand our services to rural and 
reservation schools. Most importantly, these new funds will allow us to address the crucial 
issue of homeland security in rural Montana.”
The grant will allow the research team to build its partnerships with the Missoula City 
Police Department, Missoula County Public Schools and other school districts, the Montana 




The program also will work closely with UM’s NASA-funded Earth Observing System 
Education Project to use geographic information system technologies to improve school safety 
and teach children to map the safest transportation routes to their schools.
Daniel Dwyer, UM’s vice president for research and development, is pleased with the 
award because “this project reaches out across the state and has been recognized at the national 
level for its innovative work. Building safer schools and communities is one of the most 
important things we can do given the heightened security concerns after the Sept. 11 attacks, 
and UM is at the forefront of this work.”
Original funding for UM ’s Safe Schools Initiative came from the U.S. Department of 
Education in 1999. Since that time, the project has provided conflict resolution training for 
students; bullying-prevention projects; research on school shootings, homeland security and 
suicide prevention; school-bus-safety education; and mentoring programs for at-risk youth.
The project also studies the link between literacy, language development issues and violent 
behavior, and it produces classroom safety activities for preschool children.
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